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Whether it is grabbing a
bite, viewing an exhibition
or simply getting stuck
into a piece of literature,
Hong Kong's bookstores
offer a hugely diverse
range of activities
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ookshops are oases in the hustle
and bustle of city life. While they
have always offered a tranquil
space for urban dwellers to wind
down, get inspired and become
immersed in an interesting text,
modern bookstores are now branching out, provid-
ing spaces to sip a cup of coffee, attend talks and
workshops, and host exhibitions and performances.
With chain stores occupying vast spaces to more
niche shops selling second-hand books and even
having their own roof-top garden, Hong Kong is a
city where bibliophiles of all walks of life can find
a good book to get lost in. Happy reading!
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Taiwanese bookstore Eslite boasts 40,000 square feet
of space and more than 230,000 books (left and above)

Kubrick S B E BB BB
EPAREI RO B

Kubrick has a good number of
books about film, drawing a
strong following of movie buffs

INDEPENDENT SPIRIT KUBRICK

Established in 2001, Kubrick sits right next to the
arthouse cinema Broadway Cinematheque in Yau
Ma Tei district. Named after master filmmaker
Stanley Kubrick, this place is popular among movie
buffs and filmmakers thanks to its great collection
of films and art books. In recent years, it has been
publishing books and playing host to performances,
exhibitions, reading events and talks. Not all of the
books at Kubrick are film-related; the rest are about
art, culture, philosophy, lifestyle and travel. This
is a deliberate choice to help filmmakers broaden
their horizons, explains manager Amanda Tam. She
also imports obscure but interesting magazines.
“For instance, Kinfolk is about food, but its ways of
reporting are different from those in the same cate-
gory, so it has a lot of wise things to say,” she says.
www.kubrick.com.hk

CITY PULSE ESLITE

When Taiwan'’s best-known bookstore brand Eslite
landed in Hong Kong in 2012, it took the man-
tle of the largest bookshop in the city. Measuring
about 40,000 square feet, it is filled with more
than 230,000 books. Eslite’s founder Robert Wu
Ching-yu’s mission is to encourage busy city dwell-
ers to read by offering them a pleasant and quiet
space, complete with various cultural events. The
Causeway Bay premises also houses a performance
venue, a stationary store, and a healthy eating café.
A new branch is due to open in Taikoo Shing next
year, giving the brand the opportunity to further
promote its core values of humanistic spirit, arts,
creativity and life.

www.eslitecorp.com

ACE DESIGN PAGE ONE

Every book begins with page one, hence the name.
As with Eslite, Page One combines reading with
contemporary lifestyle, although with a slightly more
international focus than the Asia-centric Eslite. The
store’s first chapter began in 1983, when Page One
was still a small bookshop in Singapore with a focus
on art and design books. Today, the enterprise has
branched out into five cities including Hong Kong,
Beijing, Hangzhou and Taipei, and its book collec-
tion has expanded into the realms of architecture,
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Open Quote hosts
exhibitions and
workshiops on

art and culture
(above and top)

literature, lifestyle, business and children’s books.
Last year, it opened a flagship store in Tsim Sha
Tsui district’s Harbour City mall. Fashion designer
Toby Yang was enlisted to design the space which
includes a gift corner, a homeware area, a restaurant
and a bakery. The design echoes the new concept of
the bookstore, “I love, therefore I am.”

WWw.pageonegroup.com

CREATIVE PLATFORM
OPEN QUOTE

Opened a little more than a year ago at creative hub
PMQ between Central and Sheung Wan districts,
Hong Kong'’s new creative landmark Open Quote is a
treasure trove of local and overseas design products,
books and music. It also hosts exhibitions, art and
culture workshops and talks. “Open Quote offers an
open platform to creative and cultural professionals
to define its content,” says Creative Director and
founder, Ricky Lai. There are more meaningful things
in life than work, according to Lai. To practice what
he preaches, Lai even sells stationery items printed
with messages calling for people to quit their jobs.
The store has organised workshops such as how
to stitch a book by hand and themed seminars
on appreciating Hong Kong’s architecture. There
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are rarely-seen books by home-grown illustrators,
and various travel books by emerging writers. Lai
has also invited some illustrators to create a series
of stories to be published in h-y-p-h-e-n, a quarterly
magazine he launched in April.
www.openquote.com.hk

ART WORLD ACO

ACO (Art and Culture Outreach) owes much of its
existence to the owner of Wan Chai district’s Foo
Tak Building. In 2003, he generously handed over
10 units of the building for the independent art and
cultural worker May Fung to manage. Fung then
helped the landlord convert the units into low-rent
spaces for artists. Opened in 2008 in one of the
units, ACO has a selected collection of books on art
and contemporary culture, poetry, gardening and
green living. It later expanded by setting up a farming
garden on the rooftop and offering light vegetarian
snacks. “We also let writers who publish their own
books consign their books to the shop,” says Lam
Ka-yu, known as Inkgo, who is responsible for plan-
ning and implementation. “We are a platform for
them to realise their dreams,” From time to time,
ACO runs inspiring and creative reading workshops
to discover the link between reading and arts. =
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ACO (above and right)
allows self-published
writers to consign their
books to the shop
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S3ZEIS Luck-Win Book Store
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Opened in 1984, its Mong Kok store has a wide variety of
books on history, while the Causeway Bay branch focuses
on translated literature and lifestyle. No English books.
www.facebook.com /LuckWinBookStore

P E s

Best Reading Book Stores
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Offers a variety of Hong Kong and Taiwanese books at
discounted prices. Orders can also be placed for books
not currently stocked by the store. Limited English books.
www.brbook.hk

Books & Co.
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Grab a second-hand book, order a cup of coffee and sit
down in the reading corner at this Mid-Levels bookshop
and café reminiscent of an old English bookstore.
www.bookbook.com.hk

TR E)E S, FlowBooks
URAPRN_FEE  REXMEEFENRESRE - It
o ERBERBEREER  FERRIFEXMNTILT -
A second-hand bookshop in Central, FlowBooks is an
ideal place for trading and discovering old or rare texts.
Music and films can also be found here.
www.flowbooks.net

H%E “FHAEIE Sharaku

ARINEEE EERB_FHAM 88 BEEE
BHERNHSE - BB ERBRNHOAREE -
Japanese-literature fans like this Causeway Bay shop
where they can find second-hand Japanese magazines,
manga, photo books and novels. No English books.
www.facebook.com /sharakuhk
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